
NEMATO YOUTH PARK
 success in life  –  for youth, by youth



Success in Sport & Life

Come on board to help grow this 
success into the most powerful
sports youth empowerment project in 
Southern Africa. 



From dusty backyard to 
Nemato’s Trampoline 
Academy

With the recommendation of SASCOC 
President Gideon Sam and the South 
African Gymnastics Federation, we are 
busy scaling up our small gymnastics 
club from a trampoline in a backyard 
to the National Academy of Tumbling 
and Trampoline Gymnastics. Our 
municipality has allocated land for 
it. The centre will host National 
Championships and we are even aiming 
for World Cup Competitions. The 
centre will also be the home of our 
fencing and handball clubs.



How Youth Adventure 
Sports will Bridge the 
Historic Gap

As with many small towns in South 
Africa, the historic divide in Port 
Alfred is not yet history. Here is 
our chance: On the main road to 
Grahamstown, right in the middle 
of our townships, is the land where 
we are going to develop our sports 
centre. Walking distance for our 
township youth and easily accessible 
for people from town and tourists 
from all over the world. We plan 
to develop half the land for youth 
adventure sports: the largest 
Eastern Cape skateboard park, bmx 
cycling, climbing wall, slackline and 
more. It’ll be the first attraction for 
youth in our tourism town,.

Wwe’ll develop it as a social 
enterprise to bring communities 
together.



coastal town

township site
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GYMNASTICS

In Nelson Mandela Township (Nemato) in the 
rural Eastern Cape, a small gymnastics club 
is making history. The under-resourced Nemato 
Gymnastics Club has become so strong in 
trampoline gymnastics that it is setting the 
pace in South Africa. Although we only have 
one trampoline in a dusty township yard, our 
gymnasts win the National Championships in 
their age groups with ease, participate in World 
Championships and have now set their sights 
on becoming the first ever South African 

trampoline gymnasts to go to the Olympics.



INDOOR + OUTDOOR HANDBALL COURT
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Handball. Lihle Nxobo represented 
South Africa in Southern African Cham-
pionships in Zambia and at the Under 17 
Beach Handball World Championships in 
Mauritius. His brother Lifa Nxobo also 
competed in Zambia and is for a year long 
exchange programme in Germany.



SKATEPARK & BMX TRACK FENCING
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A Skateboard and BMX park has 
been donated to Nemato Change 
a Life and will be set up in the 
Youth Park. Based on some early 
attempts, it’s clear that talent 
for these sports and for diving 
is just as abundant here, as for 
gymnastics.

In Fencing we have four 
fencers who are now in 
the national ranking sys-
tem and comete at nation-
al championships.

FENCING



MULTI PURPOSEEDUCTATION +
 TRAINING CENTRE

ground floor
educational centre

first floor
tolets + food kiosks

second floor
club house



PYSIO THERAPY + SPORTS CENTRE



IN DOOR WARM UP HALL
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diving board + outside pavilion
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ROWINGSURFING
idealic  beach and river 
estuary activities

Rowing: Our rowing club is the 
most successful township rowing 
club in the country. 

Our rowers have won gold at 
national championships. Odwa 
Ntamo was recently selected for 
the natioonal development team 
and competed in England. He is now 
on a full bursary at top school 
Grey High School in Port Elizabeth 
where he stands out in sport and 
mathematics. 

Athenkosi Hlekani received a 
sports bursary at the University 
of Johannesburg, where he became 
the first black captain of their 
rowing club. He was invited for 
a youth leadership camp by the 
United Nations in Qatar, travelled 
to Europe as rowing coach and has 
been teacher and head coach at 
top schools around South Africa.



TOMORROW’S FUTURE

contact:     Jan (founder)              +27 73 505 9168
contact:     Lunga (manager)        +27 84 427 2829
Email: info@nemato.org. za  
Website: www.nemato.org.za
Address:    Nemato Change a Life  
                        53 Tyali Street  
                        Nelson Mandela Township  
                        Port Alfred, 6170  
                        South Africa

become a partner to grow the 
success story

1.Pull up your socks, roll up your sleeves:                                                                                                             
come and help us setting it all up
.
2.Donations to Nemato Change a Life, small or 
large
(tax deductible!).

3.Sponsor and name an element of the youth 
park.

4.Sponsor and name the Trampoline Academy 
Programme.

5.Adopt a top gymnast.



www.richlabs.co


